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Pentecost 2019 

Please visit my website www.joyoftheword.org for additional Homilies, 

essays, and resources. 

I. Birth of the Church –  

a. Pentecost marks the birth of the 

Church, the mystical body of 

Christ 

b. Today we celebrate the fulfillment of John the 

Baptist’s promise: 

i. “I baptize you with water, but someone is 

coming, who is more powerful than me; He 

will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and Fire. 

c. In Acts we hear that on Pentecost, the Jewish 

Feast celebrating God’s covenant of the Law given 

to Moses at Mount Sinai.  

d. The Apostles, Mary, and additional women are 

gathered in prayer in the Upper Room where they 

celebrated our Lord’s Supper, the first Eucharist. 

e. When the risen Christ purifies his disciples with 

Fire, preparing them for the indwelling of the Holy 

Spirit, and the New Covenant. 

 

II. What’s in a name? 

a. When a child is born, Giving then baby a new 

name is a celebrated moment! 

b. A child’s name may link the child to a special 

relative, or to someone held dear to the family 
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c. A child’s last name links the child to a shared 

past, a family heritage, something in common 

with generations of family 

d. Once sent an email to the wrong “Sutterman,” and 

discovered a relative in Belgium. 

e. Through a name we found something in common, 

or “communion” 

 

III. What’s our name 

a. So it is with the birth of the Church we are given a 

new name, a name that forms us in communion 

b. But what is that name? 

c. Not Christian – for the disciples were followers of 

Christ or Christians before Pentecost 

d. With the gift of the Holy Spirit, we are given the 

family name of the Father, and of The Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

e. With the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, we Ascend 

with Christ into the very heart of the Trinity. 

f. Our new name signifies our communion with the 

Trinity 

 

IV. Metaphysics of Prayer 

a. In all the history of the human spirituality, this is 

perhaps unique to Christianity 

b. We do not pray to God from the outside, begging a 

superior for mercy and attention 

c. Rather, through the death, resurrection, and 

ascension of Christ, 

d. And the gift of the Holy Spirit 
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e. We pray in a holy space, created by the Father’s 

Gift of the Son, the Son carrying us in His arms 

through his own Resurrection and lifting us in his 

own Ascension, and sending the gift of the Holy 

Spirit. 

f. When we pray, we pray with Christ to the Father, 

as if Christ had his arm around us to guide us, 

and the Holy Spirit draws us into the Love 

between Father and Son. 

g. We do not pray from outside of God as a separate 

other, but from within God.  

h. God has opened up the Trinitarian Life, and 

includes us in it! 

 

V. Feel the Holy Spirit! 

a. Experience the difference! Let’s try something 

together . . . 

b. Remember, no peeking, I can see you up here…. 

c. Close your eyes, and imagine yourself in great 

darkness, you are by yourself, there may be 

others, but you are alone, prayer outside of God. 

d. Slowly make and pray the sign of the cross, and 

as you do so 

e. Imagine the cross opening a brilliant, bright space 

before you, Christ guides you through the cross… 

f. The very brightness fills your soul, its warmth 

surrounds you, and fills your heart to overflowing 

g. Imagine beautiful colors, colors you’ve never seen 

before in their brilliance, surrounding you as 

walls in this space. 
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h. And in this space, you see your friends, your 

family, your loved ones, past and present 

i. And you are with our great saints: St. Katharine 

Drexel, St. Francis, St. Augustine, St. Therese of 

Lisieux, St Ignatius…. 

j. And the Trinity is with us in this space…. 

k. Christ is with us, guiding our prayer to the 

Father, as the Holy Spirit unites us as one 

mystical body, sharing in the Love between 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

l. Now open your eyes slowly….. and that’s exactly 

where you are! 

VI. Like the Apostles in our reading from Acts,  

a. we are gathered in the very room where we 

celebrate the Lord’s Supper 

b. Through the gift of the Holy Spirit 

c. We are gathered as the Church, the Mystical Body 

of Christ, united in communion with the Trinity 

d. We are surrounded by light, with walls of brilliant 

colors 

e. We are here with our friends, family, loved ones, 

and our saints of all places and ages 

f. And Christ is with us, guiding our prayer to the 

Father, in the unity of Love through the Holy 

Spirit. 

VII. As the Holy Spirit brings us into communion with the 

very life of the Trinity, so too we have communion with 

the risen Christ’s ministry – to spread the Good News 

to all nations! 
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a. The Spirit brings to each member of the mystical 

body of Christ unique gifts 

b. These gifts are meant to be shared for the 

realization of the Kingdom of God. 

c. Like the Apostles, the Holy Spirit compels us to 

share the Good News with all the world 

d. The Apostles spoke in different tongues, ‘the 

language of every nation  

e. The Spirit compels us to speak to our world too, 

not only in languages, but in all our tongues of 

communication: Internet, television, video, 

podcasts, blogs, social media….. 

f. As we heard in Corinthians, we are called to serve 

and encourage one another, to build up the 

mystical body of Christ, with the gifts the Spirit 

has given! 

g. Before we celebrate our Eucharist today, we will 

come forward with our Spirit Renewal Forms, 

representing our gifts given in the Spirit, as we 

recommit ourselves to sharing those gifts for the 

realization of the Kingdom of God. 

 

VIII. The Gift of the Holy Spirit marks our birth as Church, 

and our new family name in the Father, and in the 

Son, and in the Holy Spirit. 

a. A truth we proclaim in every Eucharist! 
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b. Today, as the body and blood of Christ is elevated 

for our Adoration, We will pray : 

c. “Through Him, and with Him, and in Him,  

O God Almighty Father, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

all glory and honor is yours, 

for ever and ever.” 

d. May we respond “Amen” with hearts full of joy! 
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